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" Honorable Louls Stokes

Chairman, Select Committee un Assassinations
United States House of Representatives
washingtcn, D. Cﬁ 20515

- Dear Hr. Chairmam

- In a letter dated 9 December 1976 -to a former Chairman of the

o Select Committae on Assassinations, the Honorable Thomas N. Jowning,

. the former Director of Central Intelllyence, !r. George Bush, gave
. assurance that no records related to the Commlttee's investigatiens
- .would be destiroyed once the moratorium on the destruction of Acency

“ records, invoked by the Church Committee, was liftad., Chairman
Inouye of the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, 1ifted the
moratcrsum»as of 21 December 1577,

In disposing of its recovrds, CIA, iike aill Federa1 agencies,

i3 subject to relevant provisions of Federal law. U= have completed
the records control schedules which are required by law and 21 of
these 22 schedulas have been apnrovad hy the Archivist of tha Unitad

States. These schedules describe in some detail the Agency's files,

govern the periods for which these files may properly be retained,
~and establish the timetable for thelr disposal. 1 should point out

* that once the Archivist approves these records schedulss the disposi-
tion instructions and destruction schedules incorporated therein

become obligatory upon the Agency under law.

- We are most anxicus to vesume novmal document destructicn since
the moratorium covered all Agency documents and this has created a
tremendous administrative burden. My Legislative Counsel raised this
subject with Mr. Blakey and he requestad that a detailed discussion
be deferred for another month when he contempliates that wost of the
review of CIA documents will be complated. Accordingly, at the and
of Harch 1973, we will arrange for delivery of the schedules to you
for Committes review and for a briefing of the {ommittee staff
concerning the details contained in these records schedules. 1 am
enclosing a copy of one of these schedules to illustrate that the
records wnich are now being held are in the most part temporary in
nature and are not in any way related to the mattars your Cormittze
1s investigating.
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I have also enclosed a copy of our recent Headquarters lctice,
entitled CIA Reccrds Destruction Policy. You will note that this
destruction policy incorporates a number of safequards against the
destruction of records which way b2 pertinent to the needs of the
Congress in general, and your Committze in particular.

We are planning to resume normal destruction on 1 Hay 1978
which should provide sufficient time fur the Committee to complete
ts review of the schedules. It is my belief that this policy is -
fully responsive to the requirements of your investigation while

- enabling the Agency to comply fully with the requirements of the

law. _ . L
- Yours sincersly, _
- Jd) Btadsgiefa Tur .
.. STANSFIELD TURNER
Encldﬁdres
" Disteibutions . - o [
Original - Addressee - ' - o U
: 1 - DC1 : ' B
1 -~ DDCY -
1 - ER ( ’
1 - 0GC -
1~ 0LC ’
2 - DDA
1 -~ AI/D
1 - ISAS

.—.)- M

Approved For Release 2006/12/15 - CIA-RDP81M00980R002000040011-4



